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My Dear NIE O, 


HEN I conſider the obligation laid 
upon me at the time of your Bap- 
titim, how full, ſtrong, and bind- 

ing a Covenant I then entered into, and the 

great importance of performing what we 

have undertaken in the preſence of God; I 

cannot fee myſelf Fairhful to my truſt, unleſs 

I make uſe of every means within my power 

to remind you of the engagement I then en- 

rered into in your name, and which you are 
now of an age to take upon yourſelf, 

At that ſolemn ſeafon, your Godfather and 
Godmothers promiſed in your name, 1%, That 
you ſhould renounce the Devil, and all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. 
—24ly, That you ſhould believe all the arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian faith: and, 3dly,. That 
you ſhouid keep God's holy will and'com- 
mandments, and walk in the fame all the 
days of your life. 

Now theſe promites are binding upon you, 
altho' you had no real knowledge about them. 
—Foraſmuch as they contain no more than 
the Word of God requires, as the abſolute 
and only terms of your ſalvation—therefore, 


A 2 I fay, 


14 ) 
„Jah, they are juſt as binding as if made 
with your own lips. And Wren! that queſtion 
has beten put to een Doſt thou not 
think thou art bound to believe and do what 
they have promiſed for thee,” you replied, 
(I trult from your heart). “Les, verily; and by 
Ged's help ſo 1 will.” 
Conſider we, then, what is plied. in this 
engagement. | 


. 


\IRST, To renounce the Devil and all bis 
works, the pomps and vanities, of this wicked 
52 and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. 
When we are commanded to renounce any 
thing, it is evident, we have had ſome con- 
nection with it; in order, therefore, to under- 
ftand what is meant by renouncing the Devil, 

we ſhould firſt be convinced, how far we e 


to this time been under his power. In order 
to this we muſt ſearch the word of God, the 


only unerring rule both of our faith and prac- 
tice. Now there we are told, that the whole 
world leth in the wicked one, and he leadeth 
them coptive at his will, Again, that ibis 
prince of ihe power of the air, is ſtill working in 
the Children of diſobedience that he transforms 
himſelf into an angel of light—that he goeth forth 
to deceive the nations yea, walketh abgut as a roar- 
g Gon, ſeeking whom he may devour, But wicked- 
150 3 is in its on nature ſo hateful, that even 
the 
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the moſt abandontd ſinner would be offended 
at the appellatioſ of Wicked; for the ſame 
reaſon” Satan does not ſhew Himſelf openly, in 
his own colours; nor do the children of diſ- 
obedience imagine, it is he that is working 
in them; this is all carried on under the ſhew 


of innocent pleaſures, of honour, and perhaps 


of virtue. But when the Lord looked down 
from Heaven upon the Children of men, to 
ſee if there were any who would underſtand 
or ſeek after God; what is the deſcription his 
ſpirit gives? They are all gone aStray, they are 
altogether become abominable, there is none, th 
doth good, no not one. This is plainly tech 
by our own Church, in the very firſt words of 
the Baptiſmal ſervice: © Dearly beloved, for- 
© aſmuch as all men are conceived and born 
ce in fin, (and that which is born of the f eſh 
<« is fleſh,) and they that are in the fleſh 
« cannot pleaſe God, but live in ſin, com- 
ce mitting many actual tranſgreſſions; and 
ce that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, None can 
«© enter into the kingdom of God, ex- 
c cept he be regenerate and born anew of 
« water and of the Holy Ghoſt; I befeech 
ce you to call upon God the Father, through 
« Our Lord Jeſus Chriit, that of his boun- 
© teous goodneſs he will grant to %% perſons 
« that which by nature they cannot have; 
te that hey may he baptized with water and 
* with the Holy Ghoſt, and received into 
«© Chriſt's holy Church, and he made lively 
* members of the fame.” — Baptiſm for riper 
Years. A 3 The. 


BE 


+ he renunciation, therefore, here required, 
is a quitting the ſervice of ou old maſter, and 
chuſing that of a new; for his ſervant you 
are whom you obey; and our Lord, ſpeaking 
to ſinners, ſaith, “Ve are of your father the 
Devil, for his works ye do.” ,” Tis therefore, 
to turn from darkneſs to light, from the 
* power of Satan to the Living God.” 


— Cy 
EH A FP. II. 


UT obſerve the words: — Renounce the 

Devil and all kis works, His firſt work 
concerning us was, to deſtroy man, who came 
out of 'the hands of God holy and happy, 
to perſuade him to diſobey; and having got 
the whole world into his net, his next work 
is, to keep them there. To effect this, he 
applies to every faculty, whether of foul or 
body. When man fell, he became his own 
god; feltwill and pride took poſſeſſion of all 
his powers, and by theſe he became more the 
reſemblaace of Satan, than by any other ſin; 
theſe immediately ſhut up the heart in unbe- 
lief, and darkened all the avenues of the ſoul, 
by which the intercourſe between the Cre- 
ator and the creature was to this time car- 
ried on. The affections, created to make us 


happy in the poſſeſſion of their ſuitable object, 


being now depraved, and partaking the like- 
neſs both of the beaſt and Devil, found their 
object, 
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object, ſuch as it was, in every trifling, vain, 
and hurtful thing. 
The firſt and great commandment n 


ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and 


thy neighbour as thyſelf, was trampled under 


foot ? Every ſoul purſuing its own praiſe, 


pleaſure, or advantage, utterly forgot that 
precept, He that glorieth let him glory in the Lord. 

Such is the diſpoſition of every one by nature, 
every one who being yet a ſtranger to the new 
birth, 1s, according to the ſcriptural account, 

dead while he liveth. Here is the difference 
between the believer and the unbeliever; the 
one acts from a principle of love to God, the 
other merely to pleaſe himſelf, and yet ſo 
artfully does our grand enemy cover himſelf 
herein, that we often admire him as an angel 
of light. 

Bur the maſterpiece of Satan is, the falſe 
foundation which he is continually preſenting 
before our eyes, as the true way of our falva- 
tion; namely, our own merits or good actions 
to purchaſe eternal life; but this can never be, 
for, © there is but one name given under hea- 
cc yen whereby we can be laved, which is 
ce that of Chriſt the Lord.” 

But, let me explain myſelf. I do not 
deny the rewardabienets of good works; if 
I did, I ſhould contradict the Bible; fince 
even a cup of cold water given to a prophet 
becauſe he is ſuch, ſhall not loſe its reward. 
Yea, I believe, much outward 3 erity is 
given, even to ſome bad men, as a return 


for 
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for the good they do to others, eſpecially 

to the children of God, of whom the Lord 
hath ſaid— I vil bleſs them that bleſs thee, and 

will curſe them that curſe thee. Yet their hearts f 
not being right with God, they have their re- 
ward, that is, they have all the reward they 
ſhall have. Bur ſhould it be aſked, Why ſo? 

If they do any thing fo pleaſing in the ſight 

of God, why ſhould not it be rewarded with 
eternal life? Janſwer, for this reafon ; Salva- 
tion does not depend on what we do, ſo much 
as on what we are. A beggar, loving God, 
may le on a dunghill, able to % nothingeither 
for God or his neighbour, and yet be carried 
into Abraham's boſom; while another may 
give all his goods to feed the poor, and yet if 
he is void of that v which is the end of the 
commandment, he is, in God's account, as 
founding braſs and a tinkling cymbal. Now this 
is a great work of the Devil, to hide from our 
eyes this religion of /ove, whereby alone we 
are reſtored to the reſemblance of our Maker, 
and enjoy communion with God. Another 
1 ſtratagem he makes uſe of, to hide eternal 
things from our ſight, is by holding out unto 
us (as the Church beautifully expreſſeth it) 
the pomps and vanities of a wicked world, 
e with the ſinful luſts of the fleſh,” The 
|| Apoſtle ſaith, Love not the world, neither the 
things of the world, if any man love the world, 
bb be love of the Father is not in him. 

1 This is a ſolemn declaration; a neceſſary 


point to be enquired in o, What! is this love 
| | of 


| 
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of the world, which ſo infallibly thruſts out 
the love of the Father f It is the placing our 
happineſs in any thing beneath the ſun; giv- 
ing to created objects that love, that confi- 
dence, that admiration, which is due to God. 
alone. But what are the pomps and vanities of 
the world ?—All that is {ſeparate from God, is 
pomp or empty noule—vanity or a ſwiftly- Hy- 
ing thadow, unable to yield us happineſs— 
and therefore forbidden—becauſe it would 
only delude us with a vain ſnew. The con- 
viction that earth cannot make me happy, 
is frequently the firſt motion of God's ſpirit 
on the ſoul, and it is of ſo deep importance 
to diſcern this, that I will ſpeak a little more 
on that head, 
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Har ſhall a man be profited if he gain the 
whole world and loje bis own foul, This 
is a queſtion which calls for our ſolemn atten- 
tion; the words of a great and good man on 
this ſubject, being preferable to any thing I 
can ſay, I ſhall tranſcribe ſome ſentences on 
the head. What, then, is implied in a man's 
gaining the whole world;—To gain the whole 
world may properly enough imply, to gain 
all the pleaſures which the world can give. 
The man we ſpeak of may therefore be ſup- 
poſed to have gained all that will go his 
enſes; 


0 J 
tenſes; all that can increaſe his pleaſure of 
taſting; all the elegancies of meat and drink. 
Likewile whatever, can gratify his ſmell, or 
touch, all that he can enjoy in common with 
his fellow-brutes. We! may farther ſuppoſe 
him poſſeſſed of all that is grand, beautiful, 
or new; together with this, that he is filled 
with the applauſe of men, daily receiving 
freſh fuel for that immenſe thirſt of praiſe, 
which is the predominant paſſion of fallen 
ſpirits, Add to this, he hath goods laid up 
for many years—abundant treaſures as the 
ſand of the ſea. — Can all this make him 
happy ?—lIf we atk the Word of God, it tells 
us there is no peace to the wicked. If we aſk 
Reaſon, what anſwer find we there? He hath 
all that can gratify the ſenſes—but this 1s too 
coarſe food for an immortal ſpirit, Suppofe tt 
does give pleaſure while in the immediate en- 
joyment—what will he do with the reſidue of 
his time? If unemployed, it will hang heavy 
on his hands—ſwift-winged Time with him 
will move zoo flow, and a weary dejectedneſs 
of ſpirit create the unceaſing deſire of ſome- 
thing zew — that ſecret monitor inwardly 
whiſpering—Thou art not in thy place, not 
as God would have thee to be; ſeparate from 
thy center and place of reſt. 

To remove, or at leaſt ſooth this ſtrange un- 
eaſineſs, let him add all pleaſures of imagi- 
nation—let him daub himſelf with gold and 
filver—adorn himſelf with all the colours of 
the rainbow; let him build ſplendid palaces, 

and 
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7 and furniſh them in the moſt elegant and 
coſtly manner: let him lay out his walks and 
p gardens, and beautify them with all that art 
) or nature can afford ; and how long will theſe, 
e give him pleaſure ? Only as long : as they are 
, new. After he hath ſurveyed them a few. 
1 months or years, they are laid aſide and for- 
1 gotten, and the numerous cares and burdens 
7 of his ſituation are far more recent in his. 
3 | 
n mind. "The man whoſe treaſure 1s in heaven, 
b hath the advantage of him in this very reſpect. 
e He can fay,— 

4 In the pleaſures the rich man's poſſeſſions diſplay, 
S 6 Unenvy'd I challenge my part; 

* «* While every fair object my eyes can ſurvey, 

h « Contributes to gladden my heart.“ 

o Þ | 

it | However, there is yet another reſource ;— 
- © Applauſe, glory, an bencurable name; and will not 
»f © this make him happy ?—No, it will not; for 
y he cannot be applauded by all men; ſome 
mn will praiſe, perhaps many—but it is certain 
13 ſome will blame; and he that is fond of ap- 
_ plauſe, will feel more pain from the cenſure 
ly of one, than pleaſure from the praiſe of many. 
ot —}But to bring matters to a ſhort iſſue. Let 
m us take an inſtance of one who had gained 


more of this world than many that are thou ght 

1 | moft happy—bur did it fatisfy him? Anſwer 

15 for thyſelf.— Then ſaid Haman, Jet all ibis 
acc |profiteth me nothing, cobile I ſee Mardecai fitting 
f in the gate Poor Haman! One unholy tem- 

s, per, whether pride, enyy, jealouſy, or re- 
| venge, 
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venge, gave him more pain, more vexation 
of ſpirit, than all the world could give plea- 
ſure. And fo it muſt be in the nature of 
things ; for all unholy tempers are unhappy 
tempers; they carry their own puniſhment 
along with them, and avenge themſelves on 
the ſou] wherein they dwell. 

But the greateſt of all the vanities which we 
are called to renounce, and which hold ſo 
many back from life, is the putting off the 
thoughts of death.—<* All men think all men 
mortal but themſelves.” Alas! who is 
ſure of one day, one hour, one moment ? 
Yet how are the powers of Hell engaged to 
employ the imagination, firſt with one idol 
and then with another, till like a ſhip under 
full fail paſſing ſwiftly towards a ſharp rock 
concealed under water, ſuddenly the keel is 
ſtruck, and the, ſhattered veſſel breaks in 
pieces. What then will be the ſtate of the 
ſoul that hath preferred the pleaſues of ſenſe 
to thoſe of eternity ? What was his, who a 
few years ago ſhrieked out,—*< A week's life 
—a week's lite—thirty thouſand pounds for a 
weck's lite;” but he could not purchſe a 
day's life; that night God required his ſoul. 
Surely the man who may die to-night, ſhould 
live to-day, 

How dreadful is the proſpect of a death- 
bed to the unrenewed ſoul ? Does he look 
back, what comfort is there in this? He ſees 
nothing but ſcenes of horror; matter of 
ihame, temorſe and ſelf-condemnation, a fore- 
tale 
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taſte of the worm that never dieth. If he looks 
forward, what does he fee? No joy, no 
peace! No gleam of hope from any point of 
heaven! Some years ſince, one who was 
ſtruck in the mid career of ſin, and lying on 
a death-bed, was viſited by a friend; he was 
praying by him in theſe words, —“ Lord have 
mercy upon thoſe who are juſt ſtepping out of 
the body, and know not which ſhall meet them 
at their entrance into the other world, an ange 
or a fiend.” —The ſick man cried out wich 
a piercing cry. A fiend, a fend; and died. 

And ſuch a death, unleſs he die like an ox, 
may every man expect who loſes his own ſoul. 

But in what ſituation is the ſpirit of a 
good man at his entiance into cternity ? 

„See the conven attends, 

The miniftring Hoſt of invitible friends.“ 
They receive the new-born ſpirit, and conduct 
it ſafe into Abraham's Boſo:n, into the de- 
lights of Paradiſe, the Garden of God, where 
thelight of his countenance perpetually ſhines. 


„ That city fo holy and clean, 

No ſorrow can breathe i that air; 
% No gloom of affliction or tin, 

«© No ſhadow ot evil is there.“ 


There the Lamb ſhall lead them, and bring 
them to living fountains of water, and God 
ſhall wipe away all tcars froia their eyes. 

The following Poem, being fuitable to the 
ſubject, I will tranſcribe it for you. The 
Author I do nut know. 
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A CONVERSATION between the FALLEN 


ANGELS and a HUMAN SPIRIT, / 
entered mto the other World. 


HUMAN SPIRIT, 


ONG ſtruggling in the agonies of death, 
With horror I reſign'd my mortal breath; 

With horror long the fatal Gulph I view'd, 
And ſhiv'ring on its utmoſt edges ſtood ; 
Till forc'd to take th' inevitable leap, 
I hurry'd headlong down the gloomy ſteep : 
And here of every hope bereft, I find, 
Myſelf a naked, an unbody'd mind, 
My lov'd, my fond, officious, friends in vain, 

y fleeting ſoul endeavour'd to retain ; 


In vain its blooming manſion did invite, 


Grandeur, and wealth, and love, and ſoft delight, 


With tempting calls in vain, its flight would ſtay, 


When forc'd by the ſevere decree away. 

"Tis paſt and all like a thin Viſion gone, 
For which I have my wretched ſoul undone ; 
And wand'ring on tha dark deteſted ſhore, 
My eyes ſhall view the upper light no more. 


FALLEN ANGELS, 


Then welcome to the regions of deſpair ; 
Thy ruin coſt us much deſign and care, 
And thou had'ſt *icap'e but for one happy ſnare ; 
And in the bliſsful ſkies ſupply'd the place, 

Of ſome fallen ſpirit of our nobler race; 

Thou cou'd'ſt the thirſt of wine, or wealth, controul, 
And no malicious fin has ſtain'd thy foul ; 

But for the joys of one forbidden love, 

Haſt loſt the boundleſs extacies above. 


Human 
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HUMAN SPIRIT. 


And all was freely, freely all was loſt ! 
How dear has one ſhort dream of pleaſure coſt ! 
But yet this fatal, this enchanting dream, 
I ſhould, perhaps, to Heav'n itſelf eſteem, 
Were it as permanent: But, ah! Tis gone, 
And I a wretch, abandon'd and undone ; 
Of God, of every ſmiling hope, am left, 
Of all my dear delights on earth bereft ; | 
While, here, for gilded roofs and painted bowers, 
For pleaſant walks and beds of fragrant flowers, 
I find polluted dens and pitchy ſtreams, 
And burning paths, with beds of raging flames ;. 
Inſtead of Muſick's ſweet inſpiring ſound, 
Repeated yells, and endleſs groans go round ; 
And for the lovely faces of my friends, 
I meet the ghaſtly viſages of fiends, 
A thoufand nameleſs terrors are behind, 
Deſpair, confuſion, fury, ſeize my mind : 
But will my griefs no happy period find ? 


FALLEN ANGELS. 


Count all the ſparkling glories of the ſky, 
Count all the drops that in the ocean lie, 
Of all the earthly globe, the atoms count, 
Eternal years thy numbers ſtill furmount, 
Millions of tedious lingring ages gone, 

Thy miſery, thy hell, is but begun. 

As fix'd, as permanent, thy bliſs had been, 
But for one darling, one beloved fin; 

Cold to the baits of every other vice, 


| . Zeauty alone could thy fond thoughts entice, , 


By this, or all our ſtratagems had fail'd, 
By this we o'er thy temp'rate youth prevail'd: 
Poor ſottiſh ſoul ! below our envy now, 


For what a toy did' thou a heaven forego ! 
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HUMAN SPIRIT. 


O tell me not from what fair hopes I fell! 
Fuſt wiſſing Heaven but aggravates my Hell, 


FALLEN ANGELS. 


_ Thou, know'ſt not what thou'ſt loſt, but we 
too well, 

'The glories of that happy place can tell. 

There endleſs heights of extacy they prove, 

There's laſting beauty and immortal Jove ; 

There flowing pleaſures in full torrents roll, 

For pleafures form d, this loſs muſt rack thy ſoul. 


HUMAN SPIRIT. 


With how much eruel art you aggravate, 
My miſeries intolerable weight! 


FAL 1 E W ANGELS. 


Our envy once, thou'rt now become our ſcorn, 
* In vain for thee the Son of God was born ; 
That mighty favour ; that peculiar grace, 
Too glorious for the fall'n angelick race, 
Serves only to exaſperate thy doom, 


And give th' inſernal thades a darker gloom. 


HUMAN SPIRIT. 


Oh! that's the wounding circumſtance of all, 
To lower depths of woe I cannot fall: 
Ye curſt tormenters, now your rage is ſpent, 
Your fury can no further Hell invent ; 
A Saviour's title, a Redeemer's blood ; 
Their 01th till nw I little underſtood. 
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O Believe all the articles of the Chriſ- 
tian faith. 
As the ſubject I am writing on is the bap- 


Firſt, 


tiſmal engagements, I ſhall endeavour to 


keep cloſe to the words of our own Church. 
And indeed, did we but poſſeſs all contained 
in her excellent doctrines, we ſhould be both 
holy and happy. The articles of the chriſ- 
tian faith are drawn up under theſe three heads: 
« Firſt, I learn to believe in God the Fa- 


er ther, Who made me and all the world. 
dots Secondly, in God the Son who redeemed 


ce me and all mankind.. Thirdly, in God the 
c Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifiech me, and all 
ce the elect people of God.” 

In the ſame order we will conſider them. 


But we muſt never forget the Triune God is 
one, both in power and eſſence : And while 
we. worſhip the Father as Creator of the uni- 
verſe, we muſt remember it is ſaid of the 
Lord Jeſus, without bim was not any thing made 
that was made. So of the Spirit ; None can call 
Jieſus, Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. Thus ado- 
ring the Trinity in Unity, we may at the 
| fame time admire the peculiar offices of each 
Divine Perſon. Firſt, then, I learn to be- 
lieve in God the F ather, &c. 


B 3 We 
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We are taught by the word, to call God 
Father, He is our Father by creation: 


From him we came, to him we tend :;— 
* ur gracious ſource, our glorious end.“ 


He is loving unto every man, and his mercy 
is over all his works. He ſendeth his rain on 
the evil and on the good, and maketh his ſun 
to riſe on the juſt and on the unjuſt. The 
whole hook of nature points us to the won- 
ders of creating and preſerving love, and 
bids us admire “ Jehovah, the ſuſtainer, up- 
holder, and hinge of the whole univerſe,” — 


The fountain of all good, and creator of 


every bleſſing. Alſo the firſt motion of 
grace 1s begotten in us by the Father of 
Spirits. None can come unto me, except the Father 
draw him. Thus firſt dawn of light, or draw- 
ings of the Father's love, ſhining clearer and 
Glearer, diſcovers to the ſoul its want of God; 
ſhews it how fallen, how depraved its Aer 
tions are; that every imagination of the heart 
18 „ans, evil, and that continually.— The man 
„begins to diſcern the truth by comparing 
his experience with this conviction. He 
deſires to ſerve God, but finds he hath not 
the power. He reſolves, and re-reſolves, 
bur yet remains the ſame : 


% Slain with the ſame unhappy dart, 
+ Which, O! too often wo.nds my heart,” 


He finds himſelf dead to the things of God, 
but alive to thoſe of the world ; and having 
re ceived 
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received in himſelf the ſentence of condem- 
nation, he crys out, Ho ſhall I endure the day 
of his coming, or how ſhall I land when he appear- 
eth.—The thrones fhall be caſt down ;, the Antient 
of Days ſhalt fit, whoſe garments are white as the 


ſnow, and the hair of his head as the pure wool. 


His throne is as a fiery flame, and his wheels as 
burning fire. A fiery ſtream iſſues and comes forth 


from before bim; thouſand thouſands miniſter unto 


him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtand 
before him. The judgment is ſet, and the books are 
opened. Then fhall he whet his glittering ſword, 
and his hand take hold on judgment. Righteouſneſs 
Twill he take as a breast plate, and true holineſs fer 
an invincible ſhield —How ſhall I then endure 
that day of his coming, ſince God out of 


' Chriſt is a conſuming fire? Where ſhall I 


find a Mediator, that will ſtand between the 
Father's wrath and me ? 
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Secondly, Believe in God the Son, who hath 
redeemed me, and all mankind. 


But who is this Mighty Redcemer ? He is 
the Almighty's Fellow, the eternal, and only- 
begotten Son of God. — In the Leginning was 
the Mord, and the Ward was with Ged, end ibe 
Word was God. All things were made by lin; 


and without him was not any thing 1 ade that aa 
made. In him was life, and ! the lf, e Was the light 


of 


1 
of men. And the Word was made fleſh, and dtvelt 
among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 

the only-begotten of the Father) full of grace and. 
truth, Oat 


Equal with God Moft High, 
He laid his glory by: 
« He, the — God, was born, 
%% Man with men he deign'd to appear: 
« Object of his creature's ſcorn, 
cc Pleas'd a ſervant's form to wear.” 


And do we need a ſtronger proof of the 
heinous nature of ſin, than the immenſe va- 
lue of this ranſom? As all things came into 
being by the Son of God, ſo are all things 
redeemed and reſtored by the ſame Divine 
Perſon. The dignity of this redemption, at 
once confounds the pride, and relieves the 
miſery of man, — How fallen muſt he be 

from God, who ſhall ſtand in need of ſuch a 
Mediator? | 


<« Tremendous love to loſt mankind ! 

4 Could none but Chriſt the ranſom find? 
„Could none but Chriſt the pardon buy? 

« How great the fin of Adam's race, 

© How greater ſtill the Saviour's grace, 
When God doth for his people die! 


Let us caſt our eye towards Calvary. Look 
a little on the great ſacrifice, and then con- 
ſider the benefits ariſing therefrom. The 
Prophet tells us, he ſhall be without form or 
comelineſs: No beauty, amiable in the eyes of 


man, ſhall then mark him out for reverence. 
| His 
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His glory entirely vail'd and cover'd; made of 


no reputation. In bis- humiliation his judgment 


taken away. Oppreſſed and affiitted, yet opening 
not his mouth : brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, 


and as a ſheep dumb before its ſhearers. Iſalah lin. 

And here we find him exactly anſwering 
the deſcription. His whole life a ſcene of 
luffering.—Deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man 
of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief. His 
viſage marred more than any man, and his forin 
more than the ſons of men: Yet ſhall he ſprinkle 
many nations : The kings ſhall ſhut their mouths 
at him: for that which kad not been told them 


ſhall they ſee, and that which they had not heard 


ſhall they confider. Iſaiah 1ii. | 
But, let us trace him through the dreadful 
ſteps of his laſt paſſion: For, 


Who the wonders done by Love can tell, 
By Love, which is itſelf all miracle!“ 


And here we behold him ſtript indeed I- Ah! 
who would now declare his generation; Who 
would pronounce him the Son of God ;— 
when his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowful, and in 
deep anguiſh ;—when he ſaid to his diſciples, 
Iatch.with me one hour. Behold him proſtrate 
in the cold garden; the arrows of the Almighty 
ſticking faſt in his ſoul, while there was laid 
on him the iniquity of us all —Who can tell, 
what painful and dreadful ſenſations were then 

impreſſed on his tender foul? - 
It is obſerved, that word in the Original, 
exceeding /orrowful, properly ſigitifies to be pe- 
| netrated 


* 
netrated with the nt 'exquifite ſorrow, and deep 
anguiſb, to be quite depreſt, and almoſt over- 
whelmed with the load: — What did he then 
feel; grappling with the powers of darkneſs ; 
fecling the heavy wrath of God; and at the 
ſame time probably ſurrounded wich a mighty 
hoſt of Devils, who exerciſed all their force 
and malice to perſecute and diſtract his 
wounded ſpirit? 


Lo, in Gethſemane I ſee him proſtrate lie, 
Preſs'd with the weight of his great agony ; 
The common ſluices of his eyes, 

To vent his mighty paſſion won't ſuffice ; 
His tortur'd body weeps all o'er, 

And out of every pore, 
Buds forth a precious gem of purple gore.“ 


And now he took the cup from the hand of 

his Father, fill'd with bag. numerous hoſt of 
miſeries he muſt withſtand; — that mp of 
woe, which he muſt undergo,” 


46 Thrice he ſent far his releaſe, 

Pathetic embaſſies of peace; 
At length his courage overcame his doubt, 
Reſolv'd he was, and fo the bloody flag hung out.“ 


But let not us refuſe to watch with him 
one hour.— Still may our weeping eyes and 
hearts purſue.— Here is a myſtery into which 
aſtoniſn'd Angels look with wonder. — But we, 
my dear Child, are more nearly concern'd; 


tis thy ſins and mine which mixt that bitter 1 


cup.— For thee he ſuffer'd, and for thee he 
bled, 


And 
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And now bchold that ſtrange prodigious 
hour, when God became ſubject to his crea- 
ture's malice, © accuſed and ſentenced by 
| + the breath himſelf inſpired.” Dragg'd to a | 
tribunal of dying worms, whoſe very lives at 
that tremendous moment, were ſuſtain'd by 
him they ſcourg'd; by bim they bound; by him 
they ſpit upon.—Ah! ſee him yonder crown'd 
with thorns. — The plowers have made upon 
his back long furrows :—His ſacred body is 
one wound. He 1s led as a lamb to the 
laughter, and asaſheep dumb before its ſhear- 
ers. He 1s mocked, reviled, abuſed, blaſ- 
phemed, and falls beneath that heavy croſs. 
Be aſtonith'd, O Heavens; tremble, O Earth! 


«* The Immortal hangs his languid brow— 
{© The Almighty taints beneath his load.” 


They have nail'd him to the croſs: See 
there his weeping Mother : Now ſhe feels che 
truth of Simeon's words: The ſword hath pe- 
netrated her very foul. But how ſmall the |} 
number of his attendants ?—Thouſands fol- ? 
low'd for the loaves and fiſhes; but only three 
or four will venture to his bleeding feet. He | 

trod the wine preſs alone, and of the people there was Þ} 
none with him; while he ſuſtain'd all the ven- 4 
geance of his Father's wrath, and in the an- 
ouiſh of his ſoul cry'd out, My God, my Gad, | 
why hat thou forſaken me? Ah! wonderous 
myſtery.—And is it nothing to you all ye that 
paſs by ? 


r * 


O ſtand and view, 
4 The dolefull'ſt picture forrow ever drew. 
d i a „He 
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He who before 

So many miracles had done, 

The lives ot others to reſtore, 

Doth with: a greater loſe his own, 

Full three hours long he did ſuſtain, 

Moſt exquiſite and poignant pain : 
So long the ſympathizing ſun his light withdrew, 
And wonder'd how the ſtars their dying Lord could 

view.. 


But hark! the rending rocks, the opening 
graves proclaim— e 7s the reſurrection and the 
ti life —Yes, my aſtoniſh'd foul, he lives to die 
no more. —Behold him coming s from Edom, with 
ayed garments from Bozrab; plorious in his ap- 
parel, travelling in the greatneſs of his firength ! 

The temple's vail is rent: He hath opened a 
way into the Holy of Holies : He ever liveth 
to make interceſſion; and, 


«© What can mv hopes withſtand, ' 
While him my Advocate, 1 ſee enthron'd at 
God's right-hand.” 
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HAT are the benefits ariſing from the 
V paſſion of our Lord ? 

ls Mile lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
fo muſt the Son of Man be lifted up : That who- 
ſoe ver believeth in him ſhall not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. John iii. 15, The account 
given us of this extraordinary tranſaction in 
the 21ſt Chapter vi Numbers, exactly points 
out 
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( 25 ] 
out the Goſpel way of ſalvation, Verſe 5th, 
the people ſpake againſt God and againſt Mo- 
ſes ; repented that ever they ſet out, and mur- 
mured at their light food, Then the Lord ſent 
* fiery ſerpents among them; verſe 6th, and much 
| of the people died. Upon which they cry unto 
Moſes, acknowledge their ſin, and pray him 
to intreat the Lord in their behalf. Verſe 
- 8th, The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Make thee a fiery 
ſerpent, (a reſemblance of the ſerpent called 


4 F fiery, perhaps on account of the burning 
fever which attended their bite) and ſet it an 
a pole: and it ſhall come to paſs, that every one 


that is bitten, when be looketh upon it ſhall live. 
„Aud Moſes made a ſerpent of braſs, and put it an 
a pole: and it came to paſs, that if a ſerpent bad 
1 bitten any man, «when he beheld the ſerpent cf braſs, 
3} be lived. Iſrael had ſinned, —loft the favour 
of God, and was under the ſentence of death, 
- —death, abſolute and certain, unleſs they 
t & complied with the eaſy condition of looking 
to the brazen ſerpent for life,—and they 
which looked were healed. 
Our Lord, in the chapter above referred to, 
is explaining to Nicodemus the new-birth—he i 
bids him, verſe 7, not marvel that he ſaid un- 
eto him, Ze muſt be born again,—and adds ſhort= 
ly after, As Moſes ified up the ſerpent in the | 
„ V ilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted ur, 
. Sc. For God fo loved the world, that be gave 
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Eis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
t 3 Shim ſhould not periſh. 
n | Now this looking to the brazen ſerpent, 
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was the figure of believing in Jeſus by which 
we are ſaved. But how are we ſaved? We 
muſt never forget hat part of the heavenly 


meſſage, they ſhall call his name Jeſus, for 


he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins.” As 
the death of the body (from which they were 
ſaved by looking at the brazen ſerpent) repre- 
ſented the death of the ſoul; ſo the painful 
and fore anguiſh occaſioned by the bite, re- 
preſented thoſe uneaſy paſſions, thoſe painful 
tenſations which pride, envy, anger, or inor- 
dinate deſire of any kind occaſion in the foul. 
Therefore, when we conſider our Lord as lift- 
ed up from the earth to draw all men unto 
him, we muſt alſo conſider, am I healed of 
my wounds ?—If I look aright, my faith is a 


ſaving faith, bringing preſent ſalvation to my 


foul. Now baptiſm, and the new birth, are not 


one and the ſame thing: the one is the ſign, | 
the other the ſubſtance. The thing ſignified * 
being a death unto ſin, and a new birth unto righte- © 
ouſneſs, whereby the children of wrath are made 


children of grace. It therefore concerns us to 


examine, not what was I the moment I was 


baptiſed, (here we will think, and let think) 


but what am I now? In this inquiry, all the 


{ſpiritual perſons of every denomination mul 


agree, Do I now walk as baptiſed with the 
Holy Ghoſt, as well as with water? DO! 
experience daily, a death unto ſin—a new 
birth unto righteouſneſs? Do I know what 
that meaneth, As many as are led by the Spirit of © 
Cod, they are the ſons of Cod; or, do I fill | 
22 1 marvel 
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marvel at my Lord's words, when he ſaith, 


Ye muſt be born again? Here every one who 
as yet believes in the Son of God with the 


* aſſent of the underſtanding only, and not with 


the heart, will be left behind, and ſtill have 


to enquire, What is this new birth ? 


Human languagefalls ſoſhort inexplaining, 


and human ideas in conceiving divine myſte- 
2 ries, that our Lord compares it to the wind, 


which tho' we hear the ſound of it, and feel its 
ſtrength, yet cannot tell whence it cometh or 
whither it goeth, ſo, ſaith he, is every one that is 
born of the ſpirit. However it has a very near 


; analogy to the natural birth, and may, per- 
' haps, be beſt explained by that compariſon. 


« Before a child is born into the world, he 
hath eyes but ſees not, he hath ears but doth 
not hear; he hath a very imperfect uſe of 
any other ſenſe : He hath no knowledge of 
any of the things of the world, or any natu- 


ral underſtanding. To that manner of exiſt- 
2 ence, we do not even give the name of life. 
It is then only when a man is born, that we 
* fay he begins to live; for as ſoon as he is 
born he begins to ſee the light, and the vari- 
odus objects which ſurround him; his ears are 
then opened, and he hears the ſounds which 


Ih . ſucceſſively ſtrike upon them. At the ſame 


time, all the other organs of ſenſe begin to 
de exerciſed on their proper objects; he like- 
3} wiſe breathes, and lives in 2 manner wholly 
different from what he did befare. 


Ho exactly does the parallel hold in all 
C 2 theſe 
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theſe inftances. - While a man is in a mere 
natural ſtate, before he is born of God, he hath, 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe, eyes and ſeeth not,—a thick 
impenctrable vail lies upon them; he hath ears 
aud weareth not, —he is deaf to what he is moſt 
of all concerned to hear; his other ſpiritual 
tentes are all locked up; he is in the ſame 


— 


condition as if he had them not.— Hence he 
hath no knowledge of God, no intercourſe 


with him. He hath no true knowledge of 
the things of God, either of ſpiritual or eter- 
nal things; therefore, tho” he is a living man, 


he 1s a dead chriſtian. But as ſoon as he is 
born of God, there 1s a total change in all theſe 
particulars. The eyes of his underſtanding are 
opened (ſuch is the language of the Great Apo- 
{tle) and he who of old commanded light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhining on his heart, 


he ſees the light of the glory of God (his 


glorious love) in the face of Chriſt Jeſus. 
His ears being opened, he is now capable of 


hearing the inward voice of God, ſaying, Be 


of good cheer, thy ſins are forgiven thee. This is 
the purport of what God ſpeaks to his heart; 
although, perhaps, not in theſe very words. 
He is now ready to hear, whatſoever he that 
teacheth man knowledge is pleaſed, from time 
to time, to reveal unto him, He feels in his 
heart (to uſe the language of our Church) the 
mighty working of the Spirit of God; not in 


a groſs, carnal ſenſe, as the men of the world, 


ſtupidly or wilfully miſunderſtand the expreſ- 


Lon, tho tney have been told again and again. 
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We mean neither more nor leſs than this !— 
He feels, is inwardly ſenſible of the graces 
which the Spirit of God works in his heart: 
He feels, is conſcious of a peace which paſſeth 


all underſtanding : He many times feels ſuch 


a joy in God as is unſpeakable, and full of 


glory: He feels the love of God ſhed abroad 
in his heart, and all his ſpiritual ſenſes are - 
then exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual good and 
evil. And now he may properly be ſaid to 
live; God having quickened him by his Spirit, 


he 1s alive to God through Jeſus Chriſt.” 
He now lives a life the world knoweth not 


of; a life which is hid with Chriſt in God. 
God is continually breathing, as it were, upon 
his foul, and his ſoul is breathing unto God: 
Grace is deſcending into his heart, and prayer 
and praiſe aſcending unto heaven; and by this 


intercourſe between God and man, (this new 


and living way, brought to light by the goſpel 


of Jeſus Chriſt); by this fellowſhip with the 
Father and Son, as by a kind of ſpiritual re- 
ſpiration, the life of God in the foul is ſuſ- 
tained, and the child of God grows up, and 
advances more and more towards the full 


meaſure of the ſtature of Chriſt, . Here is the 
advantage we have gained thro' this precious 


Redeemer ; he hath brought us the glad tid- 


ings of ſalvation, and he it is that fitteth on 


the throne, creating all things new. Hear 


the deſcription from his own word of the of- 


fices he hath taken upon him: 
If, Ixi. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 

8 | beca. 
1e 


{rh 
1 — 2 
ä 


2 
* 
- 


— : 2 — L = 
— - — = — — — 
_ 5 
. Mt, . — „ 
—— ———̃ ͤ2Hh— — — - 


— T 
— — 
= 
— — 


— — 2 2 * m 

—_ * — —— 2 * 
— — . * 3 
Err 
% Reo — — ñſ — —— — 


2 — — — — 


K a — 
— T. N = 4 
* — — hom 2 — _ — 
=> "6 0 <n_s = A vr a — ws — 2 
— <-—_—_— 


— 
— — 
— 


— 


. 
r * 923 — 
r Cot * 
r > OS. 
* 


— 
—— — - 
—— — 
— 


* 
. 


o y P S T2 i BE — —_ 

. a 
ke + = — >. A 1 Sw 
RR oa i ues 


9 1} 
Secauſe the Lord bath appointed me to preach good 
cidingis unto the meek; he hath ſent me to bind up 
the 'broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
toes, and the opening of the priſon to them that are 
Bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 
and the day of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all 
that mourn. To appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for aſhes, the oil 
of jey for mourning, the garment of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs ; that they might be called Trees 


of righteouſneſs, The planting of the Lord, that 
be might be glorified. 
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Thirdly, 12 in God the Holy Ghoſt, <vho 
fan#fifieth me, and all the elełt peo- 


ple of God. 
Our bleſſed Lord, when taking leave of his 
diſciples, aſſures them he will not leave them 


comfortleſs, —but ſays, I will pray the Father, 


and he will ſend you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever , even the Spirit of 
Truth; whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it 
feeth him not, neither knoweth him: But ye know 
bim; for ve. dwelleth with you, and Ball be in 
yor, Jokn xiv. 16, 17. And, In the loſt day, 


that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cried, 


faring, If any man thirſt, let him come to me, and 
drink. He. that believeth on me, as the ſeripture 
hath ſaid, ous of bis belly ſhall flow rivers of 
Eving water, But ubis (faith the Apoſtle) ſhake 
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be of ' the Spirit, which they that Believe on bin 


ſhould receive; for the Holy Ghof# was not yet 


given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified. 


John vu. 37, 38, 39. 
That peculiar privilege of Believers, which 


our dear Redeemer was to open the way into, 
—that unveiling the Holy of Holies, and 
pouring out the divine and ſanctifying influ- 


ences of the Holy Ghoſt, was reſerved till 


after our Lord's paſſion. Then he told his 
diſciples, to tarry in Feruſalem till they ſhould 
be clothed with power ſrom on high,—to wait 


for the Promiſe of the Tauber; for they ſhould 


be baptiſed with the Holy Ghoft, not many days 
hence. The ſanctifying influence of the Holy 
Spirit is the promiſe given to believers, — the 
promiſe they have a right to claim,—and 
which the whole Trinity unites in beſtowing. 
SanCtification is inward holineſs; a heart re- 
newed to that degree of union with Chriſt, 
whereby all evil tempers and deſires, and all 
oppoſition to the will of God are done away : 
It is a turning continually to the Lord, as 
the needle, touched by the loaditone, to its 
centre, —Then, and not till then, the ſoul is 
enabled to perform that word of the Apoſtle, 
Rejoice evermore : Pray without ceaſing : In every 
thing give thanks; for this i3 the will of God 
concerning you. The loving God ſupremely, and 
the exerciſing of that love, in a continual act, 
as freely as we breathe; or, in other words, 
the loving God with all our heart, Sc. is bat 
in which the very eſſence of holincfs conſiſts, 

The 


1 32 }] 
The nearer approaches we make to God, the 


6 more we receive of this image of God; and 
| j he is moſt fully reſtored to that image, who 
f 
| 


is admitted into the moſt intimate commu- 

nion with God. We cannot conceive of this 

communion in an higher degree, than what 

our Lord has promiſed to this love. John 

xiv. 21. He that loveth me, ſhall be loved 

« of my Father; and I will love him, and 

«© manifeſt myſelf unto him.” And again, 

ver. 23. © If a man love me, my Father will 

" ce love him; and we will come unto him, and 

ia ce take up our abode with him.” * For this 

br c veryend the Son of God was manifeſted, that 

bi « he might deſtroy the works of the devil; — 

c that we being redeemed from all fear, might 

<« ſerve him in righteouſneſs and holineſs all 
c the days of our life.” — Thus living by faith, 

the Chriſtian fears nothing but to offend God; 
for he knows God is on bis ſide; that his holy 
angels ſurround and guard him, and that no- 

thing ſhall happen unto him, but what ſhall 

| work together for his good. He deſires no- 

thing but the will of God; for having the love 

which caſteth out all fear, and the reſignation 

which quiets every ſtorm, his hope is full of 

immortality, and his mind being every mo- 

ö ment ſtayed on God, is kept in perfect peace. 

This work of Sanctification is carried on by 

4 the Holy Spirit, who is the principle of all 

i holineſs, It is he that begins, continues, and 

1 ,agcompliſhes this work.in the ſoul; and hence, 
the Holy Spirit is {tiled in the Word of God, 

% Ape 


5 3 4 "% 3 5, . , 5 1 4 
r 3 


ien, 2 
0 S 


1 

The Spirit of Holineſs.“ He is the refi- 
ner's fire, and the fuller's ſoap. By his light 
we diſcover our darkneſs and corruption, and 
by his mighty working within us it is deſtroyed. 
In Ifatah iv. 4. he is ſpoken of as the Spirit 
of judgment and burning; purging our con- 
ſciences from dead works to ſerye the Livin 
God. But we muſt ever remember, as Faith 
is the iuſtrument of Juſtification, fo it is the 
inſtrument of Sanctification. It worketh in the 
heart; for, in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith 
which worketh by love. Gal. v. 6. By believ- 
ing, the blood of Chriſt is continually applied 


to our conſciences, and this cleanfes from all 


fin. 

Faith apprehends Chriſt for ſpiritual ſuc- 
cour, and applies the leaves of the Tree of 
Life for the healing of all the diforders of the 
foul, But as an object ſer before a looking- 
glaſs, is no longer ſeen than while the 
is in a proper poſition; ſo let but the foul 
turn away from under the influence of the 
Spirit—ceaſing to live by faith—and it reflects 
his glory no longer, Therefore we need that 
ad monition,.—“ Abide in me, and my word 
* in you, and ye ſhall bring forth much fruit.“ 
« Wherefore, Beloved, ſeeing you look for 
„ ſuch things, be diligent, that you may be 
% found of him in peace, without ſpot and 
% blameleſs, That Chriſt may dwell in your 
* hearts by faith; that ye being rooted and 
« grounded in love, may be able to _— 
oy | « ne 
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« hend with all ſaints, what is the breadth 
ce and length, and depth, and heighth, and to 
er Know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
* knowledge, that ye may be filled with all 
ce the fullneſs of God.” 
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\ N TE will now conſider the third part of 

your engagement, — 7 keep God's holy 
vill and commandments, and walk in the ſame all 
the days of your life. 

This is the will of God, our ſanctification; 
and his commAFdment, that, « ag he hath 
« left us an example, we ſhould walk in his 
ce ſteps,” But the Commandments here par- 
ticularly referred to, are the Ten delivered to 
Iſrael from Mount Sinai.—Let us take a 
view of that tremendous ſcene. 

The nineteenth chapter of Exodus intro- 
duces the ſolemnity of giving the law on 
Mount Sinai, which was one of the moſt 
ſenſible appearances of the Divine Glory that 
ever was in this lower world. Mr. Henry 
obſerves, © It is computed the Law was given 
« juſt fifty days after their coming out of 
" Eg9P!, in remembrance of which the _ 
i . * 
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a of Pentecoſt was obſerved the fiftieth day 


after the Paſſover; and in compliance 


© with which, the Spirit was poured out on 
ce the Apoſtles at the feaſt of PentecoF, fifty 
* days after the death of. Chriſt,” “ Mount 
7 pry (faith he) was a place which nature, 
ce not art, had rendered conſpicuous ; for it 
„ewas the higheſt in all that range of moun- 
« tains. Thus God put contempt upon ci- 
ce ties and palaces, ſetting up his pavilion 1 in 
« a barren deſert.” 

And God: ſpake unto Moſes, and fſaid,— 
Say unto the Houſe of Jacob, and tell the 
Children of Ifrael,—Ye-have ſeen what I did 
unto the Egyptians ; ; and how I bore yow on 
eagle's wings, and brought you to myſelf. 
Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ſhall 
ye be unto me a peculiar treaſure above all 
people; for all the earth is mine: And ye 
ſhall be unto me a kingdom of Prieſts, and 
an holy nation. | 

(Thus believers, , under the Goſpel diſpen- 
ſation, are, through Chriſt, made unto God 
Kings and Prieſts, - Rev. i. 6.—© A choſen 
* nn. propa) prieſthood.” 1 Pet. ii. 9.) 

nd it came to paſs on the third day in 
the morning, that there were thunders and 
lightnings, and a thick cloud, and the 
voice of the trumpet exceeding loud, ſo 
that all the people that was in the camp 
trembled. There was a viſible and illuſ- 
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appearance 


12 


appearance was glorious. Even Seir and Pa- 
ran, two mountains at ſome.diſtance, were 
illuminated by the Divine Glory which ap- 
peared on Mount Sinai. So bright was the 
appearance, and ſo much taken notice of by 
the adjacent countries, that the prophet, allu- 
ding to this period, ſaith, God came from 
«« Teman, and the Holy One from Mount 
<« Paran.; his glory covered the heavens, and 
«© the earth was full of his praiſe,” 

Now at length is come that memorable 
day, in which Iſrael heard the voice of the 
Lord God ſpeaking to them out of the midſt 
of the fire, and lived. The Lord deſcended 
in fire, and came down upon Mount Sinai. 

The Shechinah, or glory of the Lord, ap- 
peared in the light of all the people,—< He 
« ſhined forth from Mount Paran, with ten 
«thouſands of his Saints,—attended with a 
ce multitude of the heavenly hoſt.” 

The congregation was called together by 
the ſound of a trumpet, exceeding loud, and 
waxing louder and louder.—“ And God 
« ſpake theſe words, and faid,—I am the 
« Lord thy God, who brought thee out of 
ce the land of Egypt, and out of the houſe of 
« bondage, &c. 
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E 
Firſt, HOU Halt have no other Gods but 


me. 

The Nations around them had many gods, 
creatures of their own fancy; but Iſrael muſt 
acknowledge no god but the Lord Jehovah ; 
the Creator of the Univerſe muſt be their 
God alone. This command requires us to 
know, and chuſe the Lord as our principal 
good, and the ſpring of all our joy; the 
c circle in which our paſſions move, the center 
© of our ſoul.” — Here the natural man ſtum- 
bles at the very threſhold ; for what can be a 
greater contradiction to nature, than a reli- 
gion which fixes our happineſs in Gop ; Not 
only as it ſuppoſes a good our ſenſes cannot 
reliſh, but as it cuts us off from theſe i ima- 
ginary pleaſures, on which the ſenſes have ſo 
faſtened the heart. 

Wherever our delight! is placed, that 1s our 
god. Pride makes a god of ourlelves,— 
Covetouſneſs' makes a god of Money, — Sen- 
ſuality makes a god of the Belly: In ſhort, 
whatever is loved, feared, delighted in, or 
depended on, more than God, that is the 
object we worſhip. How important, then, is 
that command, to—< love the Lord our 
« God with all our heart;” for the leading 
paſſion of the ſoul is, lave. To give an ex- 
ample: Picture to yourſelf the ſudden ap- 
proach of the moſt beloved object you have 
on earth, wuether it be gold, honour, or any 
D creature: 


r 
— 


———— — — . hay 
** * — * 
* - = _— 
„ et” — * 


- — 


— 
. 


— _ — 2 2 4 FEY — _ 5 5 . 4 2 4 — 
- 2 o * 4 — N — — 
I * . — : * ow + TS = $7 — 4 7 P FR — 4 
Fs os AF 34 * * — — * "2 + 
— = 

===> — — = — : ba 
— — ” — 9 
- * _— 3 1 * SR — þ 

8 —_— ms ” — * * 


— 
—— — — 
——— os —— * 


1 4 
" * = 2 * -_ "= 
- _= — - 8 
E28 5 —_ 
: 8 > ax 
7 rn * S 1 
- ” 2 2 — 
> N — - _ p 
— of > 1 
- — 40-4 joe 


38 : 
creature: Let an increaſe be gained, or 
ſome advantage loſt in this beloved treaſure ; 
and how do all the powers of the ſoul take 
fire at once! No need of a divine command 
to make the fond mother rejoice over her firſt- 
born, reſtored to her boſom from the point 
of Herod's {word : Neither to bid the mourn- 
ful widow weep, while hanging over the 
cold, the fad remains of her dead huſband ! 
Theſe involuntary flows of joy and grief 

demonſtrate, the will and affections 
are the powerful leaders of the ſoul; till, 
therefore, theſe powers are fixed on their right 
object, the cleareſt ideas, the brighteſt un- 
derſtanding will never make a Chriſtian, 
Second, Thou Halt not make unto thee anv 
graven image, or any likeneſs of any thing, that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the 55 be- 
neath, or that 1s in the water under the earth : 


Thou ſhalt not bow down thy ſelf to them, nor 


ſerve them : For I the Lord thy God am a jealous 


God, viſiting the iniquity of the fathers upen the 
children unto the third and ſcurihb generation of 
them thet hate me; and ſhewing mercy unto thou- 
ſends of them that love me, aud keep my com- 
MEnaments. 

This commandment forbids us to bring 
down the image of the Almighty to our orols 
ideas; or offer to form any reſemblance of 


the Great Jehovah. There 1s fomething very 
obſervable in that glorious viſion of the Al- 
mighty, permitted to Moſes and the Elders 

ot 
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of Iſrael, Exod. xxiv. Then went up Moſes 


and Aaron, Nadab and Alibu, and ſeventy of the 


elders of Iſrael. And they ſaw the Cod of Vrael: 
and there was under his feet, as it «were a paved 
work of h ſtone, and as it were the body of 
heaven in his clearneſs. And the fight of the 
Glory of the Loxp was like devouring fire on the 
top of -the Mount, in the eyes of the children of 
Iſrael, They ſaw the God of Ifrael : They 
had ſome glimpſes of his glory in light and 
fire, tho' they ſaw no manner of ſimilitude: 
For his Being no man hath ſeen. Who only hath 


' immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 


can approach unto; whom no man hath ſeen, ne 


can ſee; to whom be honour and power everlaſt- 


rim. . 16. 
Nothing is deſcribed, but what is under his 


feet; for our conceptions of God are all be- 
low him and infinitely ſhort. 


We are here forbidden to worſhip even the 


True God by images. It is obſerved the 
3 Jews, after the Captivity, thought themſelves 
2 forbidden by this commandment, to make 
any image or picture whatſoever : It is cer- 


tain it forbids making any image of God, for 


2 70 wwhom can coe Zhen him ? Iſaiah xl. 18, 25.) 


or the image of any creature, for a religious 
uſe : It is called, the chanzing the truth of God 


into a lye. Who changed the ruth of Gad into a 


he, and worſhipped end ſerved the creature more 
than the Creator. Rom. i. 25. For an image 
is a teacher of lies; it inſinuates to us that 
God hath a body; whereas he is an Infinite 

D 2 Spirit. 
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Spirit. bat profiteth the graven image, that 
the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, 
and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work 
truſteib therein. We are alſo to take notice, 
that altho' the ſins of the Fathers may be vi- 
fated on their Children, to the third and 
fourth generations of them who continue to 
hate (zod,—nevertheleſs, Grace riſes above 
juitice, — for mercy ſhall be ſhewn unto 
thouſands, in them who love him and keep 
his commandments. 


e 


Third, HOU alt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltleſs that taketb his name in 
Vain. 

Every one who takes on himſelf the name 
of . Chriſtian, bears the name of God,—he 
bath a name to live; and if he is yet dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins, he bears that holy name 
in vain. And 1o we do, when in the houſe 
of the Lord, or in private, we repeat any 
words in the name and preſence of God which 
we do not feel, telling him, —“ The remem- 


ce the burden of them intolerable ;”” while 
all the time, the remembrance brings plea- 
ſure, and the burden ſo light that it ſeldom 
enters into the thoughts, Another way 
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by, which we take his name in vain, is by 4 
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cc brance of our ſins is grievous unto us, and 
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raſh or falſe ſwearing; alſo by lightly and 


irreverently uſing the name of God; and we 
join in the guilt of this, when we hear it in 
company, and leave it unreproved. But 
however indifferent this may appear in the 


eyes of men ; however the polite world may 


imagine the commandments, ſpoke from the 


mouth of God himſelf, are a leſſon fit only for 


ſchools, let them remember, an aweful ſen- 


tence is annext thereto ;—The Lord will not. 


bold him guiltleſs who taketh his name in vain. 


Fourth, Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep 
it boly. Six days ſhalt thou labour, und do all thy 
work ;, but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſer- 
vant, nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 


3 ſtranger that. is within thy gates; for in ſix days 


the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, and 
all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day; 
wherefore the Lora bleſſed the Saobath day ard 
hallowed it. 

God is to he ſerved and honoured daily 
but one day in ſeven 1s to be particularly de- 
dicated to his honour and ſpent in his ſervice. 
By the ſanctiſication of the Sabbath, the Jews 
declared they worſhipped the God who made 
the world, and by ſodoing diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves from other nations, who worſhipped 
gods which themſelves had made. It is to be 
a day of ſolemn reſt, wherein, ſequeſtered from 


all worldly buſineſs, (except acts of neceſſity 
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or mercy) our whole employment and enjoy- 
ment may be, to worſhip the Living God in 
ſpirit and truth. Too many miſtake the de- 
ſign, and conſequently the very nature of the 
Sabbath; they conſider it as a remembrance 
of the work of creation; and ſo it is; but 
then they look no further. And ſeeing it a 
day in which they may not work, they ſpend 
it in trifling converſation, idle diverſions, or 
any inſignificant employ, that will while a- 
way the tedious hours, Hereby they ſilently 
expreſs theſe words of the prophet, hat a 
wwearine(s it is to wait upon God, and when will 
the Sabbath be over? It is not ſo with the 
man whoſe heart is touched with the love of 
God ; he fees the Sabbath as his delight— 
honourable—and glories in his ſtrict obſer- 
vance thereof; determining, with Joſhua; 1 
and my houſe will ſerve the Lord. He remem- 
bers it as a Holy Day ; the Lord hath hal- 
lowed it, ſet it apart for holy uſes; and the 
prophet obſerves thereon, — Neither thinking 
your own thoughts, ſpeaking your own words, 
nor finding your own pleaſure on the Lord's 
day. What can be more ſtrong, or more 
clearly point out, the inward as well as the 
outward devotedneſs required in the obſery- 
ance thereof ?. It is, as it were, the Chriſ-, 
tian's market- day. 

How anxious are men of buſineſs to be in 
time for their market; to watch every oppor- 
tunity when there; to leave no ſtone unturned 
which may conduce towards the end for w—_ 
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they trade: Juſt ſo ought the Chriſtian to be, 
And as he would think that man extremely 
fooliſh, who took no pains on his market-day, 
but how to dreſs himſelf, to obſerve what 
paſſed, and to ſatisfy himſelf at night with 
ſaying,.—“ I have been at the market to- 
day,” —tho' not one of his wares was fold, 
nor any of his buſineſs forwarded. So do 
we appear in the ſight of the Lord, when the 
Sabbath is uſed for no better purpoſe, 

Again :—The man of buſineſs will conſider 
in the evening what he hath done ; will caſt 
up his accounts, and tee whether he hath loſt 
or gained; fo does the man whoſe heart is in 
heaven. And if every Sabbath has not 
brought us ſomewhat nearer God, opened a 
cloſer communion, or ſtruck a deeper con- 
viction; that Sabbath is loſt, and muſt be 
accounted for another day. 

The merciful God hath not only hallowed, 
but bleſſed it: It is a day when the Lord, in 
an eſpecial manner, ſits on the throne of mer- 
cy, holding out his golden ſceptre, and aſk- 
ing, —*<* What is thy petition, and what is 
thy requeſt, and it ſhall be granted.” As 
ſuch, the primitive Chriſtians highly venerated 
that Holy Day,—they adored their Creator ; 
they rejoiced 1n the reſurrection of their Lord, 
They conſidered it as a day of peculiar 
mercy, and as a hye and earneſt of that 
ſeventh or ſabbatical thouſandth year of the 


Newton on the Prophecics, Vol, III. page 341. 
world ; 
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world; when myriads of bleſſed Martyrs (and 
perhaps the moſt eminently holy out of every 
generation) ſhall receive the fulfillment f 
their hope. See Rev. xx. 4, 5, 6. 
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Fifth,  FONOUR thy Father and thy Mo- 

ther, that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth © 
thee. 

St. Paul, writing to the Epheſians, begins 
his ſixth chapter with that exhortation : Chit- 
dren obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right, Honour thy father and mother, (which is 
the fir commandment with promiſe, ) that it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayeſt live long on © 

the earih. » 

There have not been wanting, 1n every age, 

inſtances of remarkable proſperity on emi- 
nently-dutiful children : But, we are not al. 
ways competent judges, what is proſperity and 
what is not; for in ſome caſes, the taking 
away an object dear to us, has only been to 
open the way to ſomething better: 


„ God is alike both good and wile, 
„In what he gives, and what denies.” 


Nevertheleſs, it is ſure the Word of God ſhall 
ſtand ; and they who are eminently obedient 
ſhall, in that way which God ſees belt for them, 
be eminently bleſled. A remarkable inſtance 
ot. 
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of this is given in the thirty- fifth chapter of 
Jeremiah. Did parents conſider the impor- 
tance of this command, they would ſurely 
ſpare no pains to inſtruct their children on 
the ſubject. It lays the foundation for future 
happineſs; it lays up treaſure, as it were, in 
the hands of the Almighty, who will be ſure 
to return it in the hour of need. 

But what is implicd in this command ?— 
I anſwer ; to honour and ſuccour your Father 
and Mother, 

Firſt, Honour them: This implics a right 
idea of the authority they have over you == 
Obſerve, that authority is given of the Lord. 
He that hath made them our parents, hath 
commanded us to honour them, to efteem 
their judgement, and to obey their every law- 


ful command. I may not therefore ſay, If 


my parents were wiſe—if they were good 
if they were rich, or kind, I would honour 
them; it is enough they ſtand in that rela- 
tion God hath bid me reverence and reſpect, 
and the whole deportment and behaviour 
mult be conformable thereto. 

But added to this, I muſt ſuccour them: 
How ſhall I do that? May I be allowed the 
expreſſion, — By being ALL unte them they have 
been unto me? If I would have a rule for my 
conduct; I muſt conſider, what have they 
borne and done for me? The love of a parent 
is a very partial love; various faults and im- 
perfections, glaring enough in the eyes of a 
ſtranger, are either not ſeen, or covered over 
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with a mantle of love, by the indulgent parent. 


And what cannot be hid from their eyes, are 
nevertheleſs concealed, with all poſſible in- 
duſtry, from thoſe of another. To render the 
beloved object of their care amiable in the 
eyes of every one; to magnify each perfection; 
cover each fault; and ſupply, by a continual 
alliduity, cvery defect, is the conſtant endea - 
vour and agreeable employment of the watch- 
ful, render parent. Can it be chen conſiſtent 
with the loweſt degree of gratitude, to ex- 
poſe to ridicule or cenſure, thoſe weakneſſes 
or a parent, thoſe real failings, which tho” 
they may afflict us, ought nevertheleſs (except 
ſome point of conſcience require the con- 
trary) to be concealed in our own breaſt? In 
this let us follow the example of Japhet and 
Shem ; that, avoiding their brother's curſe, 
we may inherit a ſhare of their bleſſing. 

A ſecond obligation children lie under to 
their parents, 1s that of care and tender eſteem: 
They have accounted their children their 
greateſt treaſure; and many who have hardly 
a bit of bread to ſatisfy hunger, would count 
it a greater misfortune, ſhould their infant be 
ſnatched from their arms into eternity. But 
how ſeldom is this love returned, by the 
grown-up ſon or daughter ? How rare to hear 
them ſaying, 1 had rather divide my laſt far- 
thing with my aged parent, than follow him 
to his grave |—lIs it not often objected, Old 
age is difagreeable ; their facultics fail, and 
their company is an interruption to the en- 

| 1Jovment 
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joyment of life, —I would have my pa- 
rents provided for (ſaith one) but let it be at 
a diſtance. Bur how different 1s the parent's 
voice; the childith helpleſſneſs; the diſa- 
greeable circumſtances of infancy ; the nced- 
ful attendance in the moſt lothſome diforders, 
are ſo far from alienating the mother's airec- 
tions, that ſhe willingly cuts herſelf off from 
every pleaſure ; and many times that child 
ſhe is the greateſt flave to, has the moſt 
nerous ſhare of ker heart. 

Again.—If my parcnts have taught me the 
way to get an honeſt livelihood ; if they have 
inſtructed me in thoſe affairs of life, Which 
render me amiable in the eyes of a huſband, 
a wife, or thoſe I live with ; if they have 
ſpent their beſt and moſt blooming years in 
contriving for me; if the center of all their 
care has been my advantage,—what ardent 
love; what warmth of gratitude ſhall J re- 
turn ?—But, above all, have they prized my 
eternal intereſt? Fave their chief endeavours, 
their continued labour, their uninterrupted 
prayer, been pointed to that end, for my 
eternal felicity? What ſhall I render to the 
Lord for ſo precious an advantage; or what 


ee 


re. 
— 


ſhall I repay for ſo deep an obligation? If 


here I would be to them what they have been 
to me, I mult ncyer ceaſe to intreat the Lord 
in their behalf; I muſt wreſtle with him in 
prayer to pour out his holy ſpirit upon them; 
and fo far as is in my power, muſt procure 
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Again.—Chilcren are commanded to reve- 
rence their parents. Experience is a wonder- 
ful advantage. Young people often think 
they ſee a great way; and it is feldom, till 
we have reached the meridian of life, that we 
are convinced of that truth—folly is bound up 
in the heart of a child. but the rod of correction 
ſhall drive it out. Then we ſee the whole- 
ſomeneſs of thoſe reproofs and contradictions, 
which at the time appeared very grating. 
And, be aſſured, thoſe who ſeck the bleſſing 
promiſed to the obedient, ſhall experience, 
that “ ſooner all Nature ſhall change, than 
« one of God's promiſes fail.” 


DD ο e N HH 
= e. 
I Sixth, HOU foals not kill. 


I This commandment forbids us doing any 
thing hurtſul to the life, and conſequently to 
the health, either of ourſelves or others. But 
few conſider this. It is too frequent to be 
5 guilty of ſelf- murder, and never think at all 
about it. Some, from falſe ideas of religion, 
tho' with a good intention, have run into this 
ſin, leſſening their bodily ſtrength by frequent 
and too rigorous faſtings, as well as other ex- 
tremes of che kind. But the number of thoſe 
are exceeding ſew ; there is little danger from 
that ſide, Rigid ſclf-denial is by no means the 
ſpirit of our day. But it is certain, the want 


of ſtrict temperance hurries many to the 
F. grave, 
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grave, before they have lived out half their 
days. How many are real martyrs to appe- 
tite, to love of company, and of unſcafonable 
and conſequently unlawful pleaſures. With 
ſorrow I looked the other day on the hearſe 
of an unhappy Gentleman, who killed him- 
ſelf with drink, and died under the intoxica- 
tion of it! His neighbours lamented, © He 
was a friendly companion, but a martyr to 
liquor.“ The ſame I felt for a Lady of my ac 

quaintance, whoſe Phyſicians had ordered her 
never to go out after ſun-ſet till fully recoveret 
of her diſorder ; hut her love for the card-table 
frequenly detained her abroad till mid-night. 


A ſudden return of her complaint took her oft 


after a few hours, and when her friends were ex- 
preſſing their regard for her, they cloſed th 
converſation with that remark, * Poor wo- 
man, ſhe died a martyr to the card-table.“ 
O ho are the joys and griefs of eternity hid 
from our eyes by the idle ſhadows of what 
is called Pleafure ! But ſhould we ſay to ans 
one, Vou muſt take all this pains, you myſt con 
tinue out half the night, tho it {ſhould Ki!) 
your body, in order to fave your foul; how 
terribly ſevere would ſuch advice be eteemed. 
But let it be obſerved, this commandment 
reaches further than the outward walk; it 
takes in the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.— The Goſpel comment on this text is, 
He that hateth his brother is à murderer, In- 
ward anger, a revengeful thought allowed, 
is, in God's account, heart- murder. 
| 1. Seventh, 
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Seventh, Thou halt not commit adultery. 
This commandment forbids all acts of un- 
cleanneſs, with all thoſe defires which produce 
thoſe acts, and war againſt the ſoul. On this 
commandment moil Commentators are very 
ſhorr, ſuppoſing nothing need to be ſaid on a 
m_ o plain and ſo well underſtood ; but per- 
haps not one of the whole ten needs more 
explaining, nor deeper inforcing: Our Lord, 
ipeaking on this ſubject, makes it extend to 
the moſt ſecret thought. Chaſtity is a grace 
ſo peculiarly pleaſant in the ſight of the Lord, 


and the breach thereof ſo abſolutely ſeparates 


between God and the ſoul, that inſtead of caſt- 
ing it behind our backs as an admonition be- 
longing only to the worſt of ſinners; every one 
would do well to examine himſelf by the 
purity therein required, then to cry out in the 
words of our Church, * Lord have mercy 
upon Me, and incline ay heart to keep this 
«0. 


Eich, T hou ſoalt not ſteal. 

Here all acts of injuſtice are forbidden. We 
muſt render unto all their due. In an eſpecial 
manner we muſt remember we are only ſtew- 


ards, and therefore ſhall be called to rendet an 


account to God for every talent. And with re- 


gard to our neighbour, we muſt do by him 
as we would in the ſame caſe wiſh to be done 
by, afting with the ſame frugality and. care 
over his time or ſubſtance as it doing for our 


elves; as much as poſſible, owing no man 
an? 
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any thing, but keeping clean hands and a pure 
heart, ſeek only to lay up our treaſure where 
neither moth ror ruſt doth corrupt, nor 
thieves break through and ſteal. 


Ninth, Thor foalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt 


thy neighbour. 


But how common 1s this fin. How do peo- 
ple of all forts, in the polite, the learned, 
nay, I had almoſt ſaid the religious world, fink 
into the breach of this commandment. How 
greedily is an evil report catched up, how 
eagerly propagated from one to another, and 
how increaſed, when perhaps the whole firſt 
aroſe from ſome falſe witneſs borne againſt 
our neighbour, and we have as readily trod 
in the ſame ſteps. It forbids alſo, all back- 
biting, tale-bearing, or any ways ſeeking to 
raiſe our own reputation on the deſtruction 
of our neighbour's. 

But few apprehend the danger to which 
their own ſouls are expoſed in the fin of Evil- 
ſpeaking. To repeat the fault of an abſent 
perſon, without neceſſity, hardens our own 
hearts; increafes that love of felt, fo preco- 
minant in every man by nature; and ſhuts 
out thoſe rays of Divine Love, which only 
reflect on the peaceable and loving hcart. 
Infirmities of body, weakneſs of underitand- 
ing, and often poverty itſelf, expoſe the un- 
happy fufferer to a variety of inſults, and too 
often to real acts of injuſtice, But ſhall ſuch 
a conduct be even named among Chriicians ? 
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Shall they who bear that ſacred character be 


found among the company of tale-bearers? 
too often it is ſo; but why is 1c? Becauſe we 
ſometimes bear the name without the nature of 
Chriſt, But the heart that is fully renewed 
in love, feels, as one of the firſt marks of 
that change, ſuch an abhorrence to the ex- 
poling another's reputation, that it ſeems like 
fire on his fleſh when he hears it in company, 
and here is the love that covereth all things. But 
love not only covereth, but excuſeth : For no 
fooner are we diveſted of the ſelfiſh principle, 
than we diſcern ſuch a miracle in our own 
{aivation, that we are ready to gather up 


every good thing in cur neighbour, and to 


nope for ſtill better; and here it is that Love 
hich hopeth all things. 

Should the injury be even perſonal, the 
man of love is accuſtomed to turn the other 
cheek, and being himſelf in the light of 
truth, has ſo clear a diſcernment of the 
Mares, dangers, and deeeits which ſurround 
the unchanged heart, that he only wonders 1t 


is no more, and cries out, “ in the light he 


ſees, he might have ſaid much more againſt 
me * and here 1s the Love which beareth all 
:!bings.—Thus the truly ſimple ſoul paſſes 
through evil and good report, not provoked 
to ſpeak one word or do one action to the 
hurt of his neighbour; and herein is proved 


the Love which overcometh all things. 


Tenth, 


4 


h. 


„ 


Tenth, ' Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 
houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his man-ſervant, nor his maid-ſervont, nor his 
ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

This commandment forbids all coveting of 
that which is our neighbour's ; either his good 
name, his riches, honours, comforts, or any 
thing elſe which is his. It requires a perfect 
contentment in what providence hath allotred, 


a acontentment which can only ſpring from that 


pure love which is the fulfilling of the law, 


| viz. The loving the Lord our God with all 
our heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength ; this will 


enable us to love our neighbour as our ſelves, 
and to walk in the commandments and ordt- 
nances of the Lord blameleſs : This is the li- 
berty of the ſons of God, the liberty our 


bleeding Lord hath purchaſed, and is wait- 
ing to beſtow on every foul who ſeeks it. 


This is the leſſon to be learned from theſe 
divine precepts, - the love of God and our 
neighbour; for the end of the commandment is 


e dh ke ae. k. f date dt. gen . 
. ,» CHAP. VI. And LAST. 


ID UT. I have run my letter farther than I 
D intended; and muſt now conclude with 
in few advices. She 

* Firſt, I adviſe you to conſider the preciouſ- 
meſs of .Time,—'tis given you by moments, 
and each well uſed ſhall prove an eternal 
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or converſations; neyer go abroad but either 


dy early riſing; it is @ powerful means both 


s before all precept. By the obſervance of 


better prepared for every croſs you may 
have to take up in the day. But perſe- 
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treaſure. Redeem it all you can from every 


unneceſſary employ— from all needleſs viſits 


to do or get good: In particular, redeem it 


to remove and to prevent many diſorders. It 
draws down a bleſſing on the whole day; ena- 


bles you, as it were, to ſet out in the immediate 


reſence of God; puts every thing forward 
in tlie family; and your example in this point 


this uſeful piece of ſelf-denial, your mind is 


verance in this practice is no little thing; 
many have ſet out with the reſolution, but 
ſcarce one in a thouſand have ſtood their | 
ground. 
Another talent to be anſwered for, is your 
Money; a talent of no ſmall importance.) 
It is a great miſtake many run into, when 
they ſay money is the root of all evil. No, 
it is the love of money; for it was never in- 
tended to ſhare our hearts: but it may be ob- 
ſerved of this as of fire, it is a good ſervant 
tho' a bad maſter. The conſcientious uſ 
thereof will procure both prefent and future 


0 

bleſſings to the ſoul, By this you may bf 

eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. By 

this you may give protection to the afflicteq 

widow, and juſtice to the oppreſſed orphanF 

Gold, well 'apply'd, may procure knowledg 
to the ignorant, and help, the 'Gofpel-ſoun 
f 


are aware of. 
attraction, and wherever there is a cloſe con- | 


times be overcome by love. 


1 


to reach from pole to pole. It is not poſſible 
to reckon up the opportunities of improve- 
ment, the various advantages which may, 


thro' this talent, be procured, both for our- 


ſelves and others. When we look at riches 
in this light, how amiable does it make 
frugality and induſtry appear? Who would 
not cut off every unneceſſary expence of 
every kind, that they may have the more for 
ſuch excellent purpoſes ? But what ſhall we 
anſwer in that day, When we mult render an 
account of our ſtewardſhip, if we have uſed 
this noble talent for no other purpole than to 


purchaſe poiſon both to foul and body? To 


glue our hearts to earth, and divert our 
minds from conviction, by a conſtant ſeries 
of ſomething new ; deſtroying our life with 
intemperance, or our fouls by feeding the 
helliſh paſſions of pride, ambition and revenge? 


O! how great a charge is wealth; and if not 


diſpoſed of both in life, and at death, for 

the glory of God, will be found big with 

either a bleſſing or a curſe in that day. 
Another talent I adviſe your careful atten- 


l 


| 


| 


; 


tion to, is your Influence; whether it may ariſe 


from affection or authority. And this is a 
matter of greater moment than, perhaps, you 


nection, the two ſpirits become as one. The 


Friendſhip has a powerful 


| 
| 
i 


obdurate heart, that will neither bow to au- 


thority nor bend to conviction, will many 


93 11 a: would 
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If, then, we | 
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would be faithful ſtewards unto God, we muſt 
uſe all our influence for his glory. — This muſt 
be done by example as well as precept. If 
the perſons we are moſt cloſely connected with 


by their whole converſation a continual ſenſe 
of the preſence of God, there is not any 
thing which renders religion more lovely, or 
|. which Proves more beneficial to u companion. 


Fo, 


— Of friendſhip” 5 faireſt rains the fruit moſt fair 


7 To heren poin t, and gives the rivet of Eternity.” 


But probably, my Dear, in a little time 
yo will be the head of a family; and then 
much will be required of you; for authority 
of any kind is a talent to be anſwered for; 
and 1 55 is abſolutely neceſſary for every * 
nor to conſider three things. 


Secondly, On what foundation does 
it Rand. T bird. For what purpoſe is it to 
be exerciſed. 

Now if you are a miſtreſs WT a family, (we 
will ſuppoſe of children and ſervants, ) you are 


God ; it is he who hath ſaid, Children obey 
your. parents, ſervants your maſters, and ſub- 
jects your Prince. And the fame law which 


i your. inferiors tq render the ſame to you. 

WW Secondly, On what ground does it ſtand. 
When God gives authority to any creature, 1t 
3 mult 


walk circumſpectly in all things, manifeſting 


1 Js virtue kindling at a rival fire, This carries friendſhip | 


Firſt, From. whence does my authority 0 


firſt to remember all authority comes from BY 


calls for obedience to your ſuperiors; binds. 


NA 


1 


trate, parent, maſter, or ſomething of the 
kind. Then may I not be allowed to ſay, 
the ground of authority to a married woman, 
is her union with her huſband; not as if he 
could confer or take it away at pleaſure, for 
ſo long as ſhe uſes it to the end for which ſhe 


is intruſted with it, ſo long it is her right, and 


his duty, by all means, to maintain it. But 
this I ſay, the beſt of huſbands cannot main- 
tain it, unleſs ſhe ſtands in her own place. 1 


have heard it obſerved, married perſons might 


be compared to the fun and moon; ſhe 
ſhines by borrow'd rays ; and ſhould ſhe ſo far 
remove out of her place, as no longer to re- 
flect theſe rays, conſequently. ſhe would ſhine 
no more. The reputation of each is intruſt- 
ed to the other's keeping; the faireſt character 
can hardly avoid cenſure, when the friend that 
ſhould be as your own ſoul, inſtead of draw- 
ing a mantle of love, expoſes every blemiſh. 
This 1s equally true on both ſides; but to 
her ſubmiſſion there is a peculiar promiſe ; 
if her adorning be not that of apparel, but 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit, hat ſhall be in 


the ſight of. God of great price. To the 


meek are promiſed temporal as well as ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings : They ſhall inherit the earth. 
And thoſe who make 1t their care to obey 
God, he will maintain their right and their 
cauſe, for he fitteth on the Throne that 
judgeth right. 
Having 


muſt be in ſome character; either as magiſ- 
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Having obſerved the ſpring of authority to 
be the will of God, and the ground of it in a 
married woman her union with her huſband; 
in the third place, let us conſider for what 
purpoſe it is given. — The glory of God is to 
be our continual aim; therefore to promote 
that glory, muſt be our conſtant endeavour 
both in ourſelves and others; to make every 
one about us more holy and more happy. Here 
we muſt take the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
as our example; all his tender mercies, all his 
judgments, every providence points to that 
end, to work together for the good of thoſe 
who love God. Such muſt be your acts of 
kindneſs; ſuch your reproofs and corrections, 
all directed ; not for your own pleaſure, but 
their profit. For this reaſon you will find it 
very advantageous, never to reprove in a 
hurry. If you obſerve a fault (except in ſome 
particular caſe) weigh it over for ſome time 
in your mind; pray for light and wiſdom, 
and you will find your reproofs will have 
double effect. In order properly to govern 
any perſons, it is quite neceſſary to know 
their tempers and diſpoſitions; to acquaint 
yourfelf both with their excellencies and fail- 
tings, that you may encourage the one and 
diſcourage the other. I found when I had 
thirty members in my own tamily, that both 
the children and grown perſons required this 
cloſe attention, and that I could not do them 
juſtice without it. In order for. this, it will 
be needtul to allot an hour now-and-then, to 
converſe 
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converſe with every female of your family 
alone; inquire how their ſouls proſper ; ice how 
far they may want inſtruction ; make your- 
ſelf acquainted with their every trial, by a 
kind but ſerious inquiry into all their con- 
cerns; regard their health of body; remove 
their every burden even to a degree of indu]- 
gence. But at the ſame time let them know 
with a ſteady, even, compoſed temper of mind, 
that what you belicve to be right, you 421! be 
obey'd in. And a ſervant that will not obey 
without a deal of words, had better be 
changed, after a proper notice; and a more 
ſuitable perſon put in the place. 

This kind of familiarity with your ſervants 
will never leſſen your authority; on the other 
hand, it will encreaſe their eftcem and affec- 
tion, and by fo doing enable you to do them 
the more good. 

But that familiarity which ſprings from 
a joining with them in light trifling conver- 
ſation, in evil ſpeaking, or betraying to then 
the confidence due to your huſband; will in- 
fallibly bring down your authority, and per- 
haps put it out of your power ever to get the 
reins into your hand again. 

With regard to children, the examples they 


ſee are of the utmoſt conſequence ; to walk as 


you wiſh tliem to walk, will ſpeak more loud 
than precept. Here you will need much 


prayer, much patience, and a great deal of 


fortitude, neither improperly to indulge, nor 
needlefsly to reprove. Make the! r eternal wel. 


fore 
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fare your firſt concern: Endeavour to procure 
for them that education, that ſituation, and 
that fortune, which you have reaſon to be- 
lieve will molt conduce to that end, 

Labour to teacl, them the true uſe of every 
talent; conform yourſelf to their different 
diſpoſitions; draw them all you can by love. 
Pray for the accompliſhment of that promiſe, 
(and light to perform the condition) Train up 
a child in the way it ſhould go, and when it is 
old, it ſhall not depart from it. 

In ſhort, my Dear Love, ſo important 1s 
the charge both as wife, parent, and miſtreſs, 
that I can only ſay to you, as a good man did 
to me when about your age: “ Should you 
chooſe (ſaid he) a married life, ſee that you 
firſt get your head full of wiſdom, and your 
heart full of grace, otherwiſe you will find 
your hands full of trouble.“ 


I will now conclude with reminding you of 
that admonition ; You are not able of yourſelf 
to do any of theſe things, but mult call on the 
Almighty for his aſſiſtance by earneſt prayer; 
who hath promiſed, If any man lack wiſdom let 
him aſt of God, who giveth liberally and upbraideth 
not, and it ball be given him. This is a won- 
derful indulgence of Heaven. A poor worm 
may come into the preſence of the Great and 
Holy God; may pour out all his complaints, 
and the God of Truth hath ſworn in his holi- 
neſs, that he will hear and anſwer, 


How 
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How very offenſive in the ſight of our 
Heavenly Father, muſt be the neglect of this 
great and glorious means of grace? All things 
are promiſed to faithful prayer. Jacob thus 
wreſtled and prevailed for the bleſſing, and 
they who cry night and day ſhall find the 
Lord will avenge them and that ſpeedily. 
As the whole ſpiritual life depends on prayer, 
I would with much earneſtneſs recommend 
an aſſiduous application to that duty. 

Many miſtake the very nature of prayer, 
and imagine it to conſiſt in a repetition of 
well-choſen words, while the affections are 
left unconcerned. Not ſo, Prayer is nothing 
elſe than the application of the heart to God, 
the pouring out of the mind before him. If 
we are aſking the life or welfare of a beloved 
friend ; if eaſe in pain, or a deliverance out 
of preſent danger, how do our lively affec- 
tions give motion to the tongue? But when 
we are aſking for the pure and holy nature of 
God; for that change of heart, without which 
we cannot fee the Lord, are our deſires as 
lively, our hopes as ardent, our reſolution as 
unſhaken, as when in purſuit of ſome earthly 
good? a 

Proper ſpeaking, Prayer is the interior 
exerciſe of Divine Love; in the renewed 
mind, it is an intellectual converſation, ſweet- 
ly carried on between the Redeemer and the 
redeemed: Like the intercourſe of a beloved 
companion to whom you lay open yout every 


lorrow, uncover your every failing, commu— 
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nicate your every hope or fear, and are aſſur- 
ed that you ſhall meet with the faithful tend- 
er boſom of a friend? 

This holy familiarity 1s very pleaſant in the 
ſight of the Lord, for he hath bid us come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
find help for the time of need. It is this 
living near to Jeſus which enables us to re- 
joice evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in 
every thing to give thanks. 


© My ſpirit looks to God alone; 

«© My rock and refuge is thy throne: 

In all my wants, in all my ſtraits, 
My ſoul on thy ſalvation waits.“ 


Prayer 1s the key which opens heaven ; thc 
ſure and certain way to union with God; it 
is that which brings the ſoul into his hol) 
preſence, and keeps it in his ſecret pavilion. 
We may have what we will for aſking ; O for 
a ſpiritual appetite! What a liberty is here 
Aſk what you will, and I will do it for you. 
If ye, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more ſhal! 
your heavenly Father give the holy ſpirit un- 
to them which aſk it? | 

As God is always preſent, it is our buſinef: 
always to behold him as ſuch; and as he 1 
pure love, ſo we ſhould always conſider it a 
our privilege to fly into thoſe open arm 
that were ſo widely extended for us upon th: 
bloody croſs. There are two temprattor: 
which frequently interrupt prayer: The on! 
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1s the not dwelling enough on the conſidera- 
tion of the love of God; the other, anxious 
reaſonings and fears of to-morrow. We are 
told by the Apoſtle God is Love, and wholo will, 
may take of the water of life freely. He wills 
not the death of a ſinner, but rather he would 
turn from his wickedneſs and live. It is im- 
poſſible but the cry of a poor conſcious ſinner 
muſt come up before him. We are apt to 
look on the wrath or favour of God, as we 
do on that of the creature; as if a change 
were to take place on his ſide, as well as our 
own. Nothing can be more falle : He 1s the 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. There- 
fore doth the Lord wait, that he may be gra- 
cious; and therefore is he exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon us. Only when we 
turn from him, we are in darkneſs; but when 
ve turn to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
Sin and puniſhment are inſeparable, ſo are 
holineſs and happineſs. It is not, therefore, 
the will of God, properly ſpeaking, which 
caſts the ſinner into hell; but his own pro- 
penſity to evil ſhuts him out of the pure pre- 
ſence of God, which purity he could not en- 
dure. Spirit, no longer detained by the pri- 
ton of the body, mutt necefiarily fly to the 
ruling object of its affections : If that is Fal- 
7/5, it mingles with the blaze of day; but if 
ielf and fin, it had rather cry to the moun- 
tains and rocks to cover it, than endure the 
eye of him. who fitteth on the throne. Bear 
therefore always in your mind Gd is Love, 
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and is a thouſand times more willing to bleſs 
me, than I am to be bleſt. 


But, as I obſerved before, we muſt be 


aware of a diſcontented or anxious ſpirit. 
The progreſs of God's work in the ſoul de- 
pends much on our calm and ſolid attention 
to the guidance of his ſacred ſpirit. Faith 
and prayer are inſeparable companions, and 
2 great faith cauſes a great reſignation, We 
muſt ſurrender ourſelves entirely to him, and 


reſt aſſured every thing which befalls us is the 


will and order of God; he hath bid us caſt all 
our care upon him, for he careth for us, he 
takes that place in our ſtead. None ever 


4 hoped in the Lord and was confounded ; nay 


hear him ſaying, the very hairs of your head 


are all numbered; and the angel of the Lord 


encompaſſeth round about the righteous, 


while his ear 1s open to their prayer; be it 


then our language 


« My happy ſoul is ſafe from harms, 
It reſts within my Shepherd's arms; 
Who my quiet ſhall moleſt ? 
Who ſhall violate my reſt ?”? 


Never can I forget the power with which 
theſe words were once apphed to my ſoul in 
the approach of an outward trial. © Chriſt 
charges himſelf with all our temporal affairs, 
when we charge ourfelves with thoſe which 
relate to his glory.” Separate from me, ſays 
Jeſus, ye can do nothing ;, but abide in me, and 
ye ſhall bring forth much fruit. By a perſever- 

ance 
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ance in faithful prayer, we ſhall ſoon be a- 
ſtoniſhed to find that the Lord, in a mo- 


ment, by one manifeſtation of his power, 
can bring the ſoul into ſuch a farther liberty, 


as it feems to have waited for in vain for 


years; the adorable Trinity will poſſeſs every 
affection, it ſhall know the meaning of that 
word, I and my Father will come and make our - 
abode with you; and ye ſhall be one in me, as 1 
and the Father are one. 

I would cloſe the ſubject with the follow-- 
ing obſervation :—<© Prayer is an effuſion of 
ce the heart in the preſence of God, I have 
% poured out my ſou! before the Lord, ſaid the 
Mother of Samuel. It is alſo a warmth of 
ce love offering incenſe, like the wiſemen of 
ce the eaſt, at the feet of Jeſus in the ſtable 
© of Bethlehem. It is what the ſpirit ex- 
ce preſſed when ſhe ſaid, ile the King fitteth 
& at his tahle, my ſpikenard ſendeth forth S ſmell 


« thereof. This table is in the innermoſt + * 


« of the ſoul, and this ſmell the fine odour 
cc of pure love. Here is the worſhipping of 
ce the Father in ſpirit and in truth, John iv. 
c 23, 24. But the hour cometh, and now is, 
% oben he true worſnippers ſhall worſhip the 
* Father in ſpirit and in truth : for the Father- 
* ſeexeth ſuch to worſhip him. God is à ſpirit, 
and they that worſhip him muſt wor'/hip him in 
* ſpirit and in truth. Here the ſoul does 
% worſhip him in ſpirit, becauie it is drawn 
ce thereby out of its own human and carnal 


„ manner of thinking and acting, and is led 
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6 
into the purity of the ſpirit which prays 
« within us; in truth, becauſe it hereby en- 
« ters into that truth of God being all and 
« itſelf nothing, deſiring only to continue 


ce ſtedfaſt with him, to cleave cloſely unto 
« him, and to abide annihilated before him.” 


A 


I might have been the more readily excuſed 
from this taſk, becauſe you are bleſt with 
friends who care for your ſoul ; and bleſſed 
be God your opening mind gives reaſon to 
hope, for not only bloſſoms, but fair fruit. 
But the words of a late Biſhop have made 
a deep impreſſion on my mind : © What is 
ce to be thought of thoſe, who having been 
c ſureties for children at their Baptiſm, after- 
« wards take no care of their ſpiritual in- 


0 ſtruction?” 


Anſwer; © They are certainly guilty of a 
ec. very great fault; they break their faith with 
ce the Church, which upon this truſt admitted 
«© them to be ſureties to thoſe children; they 
c hecome in ſome meafure anſwerable to God 
« for the ignorance and wickedneſs of thoſe 
« whom they ought to have inſtructed ; and 
* they increaſe the prejudice of ſuch as are 
© not well affected to the uſe of ſureties in 
« Baptiſm, by obſerving the negligence of 
« too many, who having taken that ſacred 
ce truſt upon themſelves, do afterwards make 
little conſcience of fulfilling it as they 
“ ought,” 


But 
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But towards you, my dear Child, I ſtand 
in a double relation; and being ſenſible of the 
pleaſure it will give your dear Mother, (and, 
I hope, ſome others of your Relations) I am 
the more inclined to lay before you my in- 
moſt thoughts. As far as they are agreeable 
to truth, may the Spirit of Truth, (who can 
work by the meaneſt inſtrument,) make it a + 
bleſſing to you; and to all them with whom, 
by the ties of blood, I am as cloſely con- 
nected : — And I remain, with my fervent 
prayers for every one of you, 


Your affectionate Aunt, 


Mary Boſanquet. 


Croſs-Hall, near Leeds, 
April 3, 1780. 
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A Letter to the Rev. Dr. D O DD. 


[Nothing was farther from my intention, at 
the time of writing this letter, than the 
making it public ; but ſome perſons have 
(I ſcarcely know how) got copies of my 
firſt letter to the Doctor, and his laſt to 
me, from which they have drawn falſe in- 
ferences : Some ſaying I have ſignified he 
could not be faved; others, that I looked 
on his ſtate as highly Chriſtian. Neither is 
true. I will therefore, according to the 
advice of my friends, permit the letters to 
anſwer for themſelves. ] 


ä 


DEAR SIR, 


E T it not ſurprize you in this tremendous 
hour to be accoſted by an old, perhaps forgot- 
ten, but ſtill ſympathizing Friend. The world ſmiles 
in proſperity ; the Chriſtian loves in adverſity ; and 
the hour of Nature's ſorrow, is the important period 
for ſuch a friendſhip. | 
From the firſt moment the melancholy news had 
reached my ear, how truly was my heart engaged in 
prayer and pity; I anticipated the dreadful pangs 
which rend your foul, and the awful confideration, 
that theſe things were but the beginning of ſorrow, 
was ready to draw blood from my heart, as well as 
tears from my eyes. I turned to Him, from whom 
proceeds all that is truly great and good, and was 
encouraged to entreat the merciful Redeemer to look 


down 
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down with tender pity, and cauſe this dark night to 
become the womb of a bright morning, yea, the 
brighteſt uy eyes have ever ſeen, 

Every ſtroke of your rod deeply affects me; but, 
_ all, I tec] for your precious, your immortal 
oul. 

Will you permit me, my dear Sir, to throw aſide 
all reſerve while treating on this important ſubject : 
Shall I prevail with you to bear with the manner, 
for the ſake of the matter ; and deſpiſe not truth, 
though ignorantly uttered, 

I fear you have lived a long time in that friendſhip 
with the world, which the Spirit of God declares is 
enmity with himſelf, However excellent ſome or 
many of your actions may have been, you have reſt- 
ed in the letter, and not in the ſpirit, of Chriſtiani- 
ty; you have been contented without the experimen- 
tal knowledge of thoſe words, He that is in Chri/? 
Jeſus, is a new creature, Your will, your affections, 
your deſires and delights, have they not all been fixt 
on earthly objects? Rejoicing in the poſſeſſion, or 
mourning the difappointment, your daily delight has 
not been in the divine communications of the Holy 
Spirit; fellowſhip with God has not been your 
chiefeſt joy ; the purſuit of empty ſhadows found' 
nearer acceſs to your heart, than the noble choice of 
following the deſpiſed Nazarene. Think not, dear 
Sir, I draw this judgment from the late unhappy 
event. O, no; that I only conſider as the natural 
fruit of the unregenerate heart. The point I aim at, 
is the want of that change, that death unto ſin, that 
new birth unto righteouſneſs, whereby the children 
of wrath become the children of grace. St. Paul 
ſays, I have fought the gocd fight, I have kept the faith, 
Therefore was he willing to be offered up, ſince 
nothing but a crown of righteouſneſs preſented itſelf 
to his opening proſpect. He had kept that faith 
which purifieth the heart, overcometh the world, 
and quencheth all the fiery darts of the evil-one. 
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I remember when I was about fourteen, the ſea- 
fon in which I was favoured with your moſt int}- 
mate acquaintance, you once told a ſtory which I 
ſhall never forget, concerning one of the Scotch Di- 
vines, who ſaid on his death-bed, F every /tone, tim- 
ber, and nail in this houſe could ſpeak, they would bear 
witneſs to the many hours of ſibeet communion my ſoul hath 
ſpent with Gor therein, O, Sir ! can the beams of 
your houſe bear witneſs that your enjoyments have 
been ſuch as eternity ſhall ripen ? and this heavenly 
diſpoſition, you muſt be ſenſible, can alone fit-us for 
the enjoyment of the New Jeruſalem. No object 
can give pleaſure, unleſs it meets with a ſenſe which 
ſuits and apprehends it. The grain of corn is 
more welcome to the fowl than the richeſt pear], 
So to the ſoul whoſe treaſure is yet on earth, the 
beauties of the lovely Jeſus ſhine in vain, But, 
alas! who can break this adamantine chain? Who 
can unlock the heart bound down with twice ten 
thouſand ties, and bring the captive ſoul into the 
glorious liberty of the Sons of God? Can difap- 
pointment ? Can reproach, diſhonour, loſs, or even 
death itſelf? Alas! theſe may torment, but never 
change the heart: It is a ſight of the crucified Jeſus 
alone which breaks the heart in pieces. This eſs 
waits to do you god; hear him ſaying, Thou haſt de- 
frayed thyſelf, but in me is thy help. O that you would 
cry ; his ear attends the ſofteſt prayer. This is my 
fear, leaſt you ſhould forget there is no way into the 
ſheepfold but through the door, and no way of en- 
tering that door, but knowing ourſelves to be loſt 
and undone creatures, whoſe ways have been altoge- 


ther perverie before him, and then to be ſaved by 
faith in Chriſt alone. 


Ho often has Chriſt appeared delightful even in a | 


priſon ? Several have praiſed God for bringing them 
there, and by that means awakening them to a know- 
ledge of their loſt eſtate, that they might be made 
acquainted with a happineſs till then unknown. 

! Adorable 
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Adorable Jeſus, ſo work on the ſoul of this my un- 


happy friend, diſplay thy pardoning love, and write 
it on his aching heart.. 

No, my beſt actions cannot ſave, 

„ FgBut thou muſt cleanſe even them; 

& Yet when on thee I do believe, 
My worſt ſhall not condemn,” 

I know not how to break, off. — My ſpirit deeply 
mourns both for your preſent and approaching ſuf- 
ferings, and equally for her who ſo ſadly ſhares your 
every woe. Had you remained in proſperity, no- 
thing would have been farther from my thoughts 
than a renewal of acquaintance; for I have found in 
being deſpiſed and trampled under foot of the great 
ones of the earth, more ſolid peace, more laſting joy, 
than my warmeſt wiſhes could ever have expected : 
But nm J cannot forget you if I would; I long for 

our falvation ; will you acknowledge all the wiſdom 
of the world can never fave you? Will you look for 
ſalvation from the mere mercy of God ? How many 
have gone triumphantly to glory, even from under 
the hand of an executioner? My dear Sir, that 
triumph may be yours; and, F you ds not reed it, it 
ſurely ſhall. The king of terrors ſhall appear no 
longer terrible, and your happy ſpirit, looſed from 
every earthly tie, and delighted with the freedom of 
the living water, ſhall ſpring into eternity with fo 
feeling a joy as you have never known in all your 
life. You have tried the world, and found it empty, 
Never did man ſtrive more for the honours of it than 

ou have done; for that, you turned your back on 
the cloſeſt followers of the Lamb, the little few deſ- 
piſed indeed of man, but whoſe lives were hid with 
Chriſt in God ; for that, you have been conformed in 
all your life and converſation to the cuſtoms, faſhions, 
and maxims of it: But while you were a ſlave to 
man, ungrateful man who neither thanked nor paid 
you, you flighted Him who is able to caſt both ſoul 


and body into hell, But, O the unbounded * 
0 
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of Jeſus. He blaſted all your hopes; he chaſtened 
and corrected; for what end? Only to convince you 
how ready he is to receive and make you a beloved 
ſon. The wicked have no bands in their death, 
they will not liſten, to awakening fears; but whom 
the Lord loveth, he chaſteneth : Yea, the body may 
be given up to ſuffer, that the ſpirit may be ſaved in 
the day of the Lord. . 

I am not yet without hope, even for your life. 
It is founded on this : I know the hearts of all are 
in the hand of my God, from the King on the 
throne, to the beggar on the dunghill, and he turn- 
eth them what way ſoever he will. I know if you 
ſeek but Daniel's faith, Daniel's God can ſhut the 
lion's mouth. If, with Nebuchadnezzar, you have 
learned to acknowledge the Moſt High ruleth over 
all, he can reſtore you again to your former eſtate, 
or elſe take you to behold his glory. When I conſi- 
der your preat talents, and how much you might 
have done for God, I cannot help crying to the 
Lord once more to ſend you into his vineyard, with 
a changed heart full of the Holy Ghoſt and power. 
And now, my dear Sir, what ſhall J fay ; my heart 
is full: I know not how to leave off. It is as tho? 
my pen could not part from the paper. Nature 
ſhrinks from ut pang, which is uſually the ſad at- 
tendant of a laſt farewell. But grace cries out, Yet 
there is hope. An eternity of joy preſents a king- 
dom, where no horrid alarm 'of war ſhall break our 
eternal repoſe; where ſorrow, death, and parting 
ſhall be no more; and the Royal Army of Croſs- 
bearers, who have waſhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, are ready to 
embrace and welcome you among them. 

To that efficacious blood, with tears of love and 
forrow, I commit you; and, though with relu&- 
ance, I muſt now conclude, 

,Y our ſincerely affectionate, 
| And ſympathizing friend, 

Fe) 7 \ 
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95 from the aboye date till within three days 
08. his execution, I had reaſon to believe 
hae felt a contrite heart, and found the 
ſinner's friend to be his. — June 25th; he 

wrote me his laſt farewell as follows: 


: 
1 


11 My dear FRIEND, June 25, 1777. 
N Friday morning J am to be made immortal 


I die with a heart truly contrite, and broken 
under a ſenſe of its great and maniſold offences, but 


comforted and ſuſtained Dy a firm faith in the par- 


vloning love of Jeſus Chriſt. My earneſt prayers to 
God are, that we may meet and know each other 
in that kingdom, towards which you have been fo 
long and ſo happily travelling. I return you my 
moſt affectionate thanks for all your friendly atten- 
tion to me, and have no doubt, thould any oppor- 
tunity offer, you will remember my excellent, but 
moſt afflicted partner in diſtreſs. do not know 
where to direct to worthy Mr. Parker, but beg tc 
trouble you with my dying love and kind remem- 
brance to him, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with our 


ſpirits, Amer. 
| W. DODD. 


Soon after the Doctor's death, I received 
from a faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
conſtantly attended him, a very encourage- 
ing account, in which he declares he be. 
lieves him to be ſinging the Song of the Re 
deemed; and concludes his letter with the 
following words: 


AQ 


Cc 


and my fears are at an end. 


1 & } 


e Thus ended, the mortal, and began the 


never-ceaſing life, of your old and my new 


friend. And I bleſs; God our Saviour for 


this new proof of his ſaving grace, and 
the power of his precious blood. 

« The time is elapſcd; I have written 
more than I intended; and yet not A 
tenth part of what I could. You may 
comforted, as I have been richly. "Fog 


«© May the God of all Grace keep y our 
and my heart in the knowledge of — 
yea, cauſe us to grow in grace and love. 
This is the earneſt prayer of 


« Your affectionate friend, 


«© and willing ſervant in CRLST.“ 


K-14: -N-FE-©. 
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